ALFRED NOBEL THE MAN

and Italy; but he had always felt strange in them, and his
real feeling had always been for Sweden. He^ followed Swedish
literature and Swedish culture generally with sympathy, and when
a subscription was raised for a scientific object at home, Nobel was
almost always appealed to, and very rarely in vain. To the
Swedish colony he was a protector to which it constantly had
recourse; he wished to be buried in his native soil, and in spite of
the cosmopolitan temper of his will, the Swede in him breaks
through, for it was to Sweden that he entrusted the execution of
testamentary dispositions, since he had "found the greatest
number of honourable men in Sweden, and therefore assumed that
his last will would be carried out with greater honesty here in
Sweden than elsewhere." This feeling for his country was an
extension of that sense of loyalty which was one of the dominant
characteristics of Alfred Nobel's nature. He was constant in his
friendships, and there have probably been few sons so good as he.
Almost every year he travelled to Sweden for his mother's birthday.
He never forgot her at Christmas, or any of her relations and
friends either, all of whom he dealt with on her behalf. It was
mainly due to him that she died a rich woman. Some extracts
from her letters give a good idea of the relationship between them;
in February, 1884, she wrote to him:"I have again received three
thousand kronen through Oberg from my dear good boy. Many
many thanks, my beloved Alfred, for all your generous gifts.
Through your generosity I am able to make some small contribution
to those who have nothing, and would not be able to get the barest
necessities; so I have not paid the last amount into the bank."

In October of the same year she wrote to thank him for his visit
on her birthday, the 30th September: " I have/1 she wrote,
" recalled to mind all the delightful hours which my dear Alfred
has given me by coming to see me. I wish I could shew the
gratitude which my old heart feels for my dear, dear son."
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